God’s Expectations for Government

1. Government The Purpose

“ Direction: regulation” The exercise of authority over the actions of men in communities, societies, states, parents or householders.  In the broadest sense, government encompasses anyone or any entity that exercises control or jurisdiction over another.

References in the Bible to civil government include the Greek exousia which is the word used in such verses as “…all rule, …all authority and power’, 1 Corinthians 15:54; “principalities, power, high places”, Ephesians 6:12 and about 200 other similar entries.  

2. Government: The Purpose

1. All government is ordained and instituted by God. (Romans 13:1)  The four basic institutions are 1. Self, 2. Family, 3. Civil and 4. Church.
Good government generally begins in the family because once the family    degenerates, their political character will soon follow. 

2. Since God is the Author of all government, He alone is Sovereign and the source of all power and authority.  See verse such as (1Peter 3:22; Colossians 1:15-17; 1Timothy 6:15 and Revelation 17:14, 19:160

The laws of nature are the laws of God. Whose authority can be superseded by no power on earth (George Mason)

3. God reigns by virtue of His own authority and right as our Creator.  All others reign by deviation.  Gods has a jurisdiction proper. Kings are his delegates. Romans 13:1 says; “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God”
4. The jurisdiction and authority of God knows no limits.  He is Sovereign.  But, every delegated authority has certain limits.  Proverbs 8:15 says “ By me kings reign and princes declare justice”

5. God has not resigned His throne.  He has not abdicated His throne even for a while. Daniel 4:17 says “that the living may know that the most High rules in the kingdom of men”.   God is still in charge.
6. God has instituted and ordained authorities and by the very nature of delegated authority, every authority that exists is accountable and answerable to God. clear that God, in fact, appoints the individuals who bear authority. This is directly stated in Daniel 4:17, wherein God himself told Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest king of Babylon, in a dream that it is God who bestows ruler ship over the realm of mankind on whom he wishes "and sets over it the lowliest of men."  

God’s Expectations for Government Part 2

3. Government The Purpose

To protect and praise those who do well

To punish those who do evil (1Peter 2:14; Romans 13:1-4
7. Civil government is to be limited 

8. Civil government is to rule as a servant and as a ministry of justice

9. Civil Government is a theological issue

10. The form of civil government is not specified in the Bible

11. The requirements for those who serve in government can be found in Deuteronomy 17:15-20 and Exodus 18:21)

a. Had to someone God chose since rulers are to represent God and rule under God

b. Had to be one from among the brethren.  The ruler that represents God must be a believer in God.  This is why in the early years of our nation, their was a requirement that all those who ran for public office must be a person who professes salvation.  

c. The person in authority could not be a stranger to the land. That is the person must be a naturalized citizen.

d. The person in government is not to multiply defenses; the confidence of the ruler was to be in God for protection. Proverbs 21:31

e. He ruler was not to have multiple wives.  The ruler was to be unquestionably moral and also fearful of idolatry 

f. The ruler was forbidden to multiply for himself gold and silver

g. The ruler was to be God’s deacon focusing on ministering, serving and obeying

h. The ruler is to be free from greed corruption and fraud

i. The ruler must also posses his own personal copy of The Law of God.  This means not just owning but reading the law and applying the law as well.  The ruler was to “fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of the law and these statutes to do them.

12. The prescribed duties of those who serve in civil government. 

a. They are to be “nursing fathers and mothers” to the people of God, Isaiah 49:23

b. They are to be “ministers’ or “deacons” of God, Romans 13:4

c. They are counted as “public shepherds” who are to feed and guide the people of God, Psalms 78:71-71

d. They are designated by God as the “captain of His people”, 1 Samuel 10:1; 2 Kings 20:5

e. They are to act as “shields of the earth” and to act as protection for God’s people, Psalms 47:9

f. They are to be the “avengers of God”, Romans 13:4

God’s Expectations for the Christian 

4. The Christian’s Duty In Government

A. Fear God and Live Righteously
            King David’s 8 Point Plan for Government services: 1 Chronicles 28:9; 1 Kings 2:2-3,

13. Know Him-The God of they father/Jehovah: 1 Chronicles 28:9 

14. Serve Him- With a clean heart and a willing mind; 1 Chronicles 28:9

15. Seek Him- make Him the object of your desires; 1 Chronicles 28:9

16. Be strong- firm and courageous; 1 Kings 2:2

17. Be Obedient – keep God’s complete revelation; 1Kings 2:3 

18. Be a man- 1 Kings 2:2
19. Execute Justice – as God would impose justice; 1 Kings 2:63

20. Show Kindness – in judgment, exhibit God’s mercy as He would extend it ; 1 Kings 2:7

B. Fulfill the duties of a minister of God 

a. They are to be “nursing fathers and mothers” to the people of God, Isaiah 49:23 (feed the people)

b. They are to be “ministers’ or “deacons” of God, Romans 13:4 (Serve the people)

c. They are counted as “public shepherds” who are to feed and guide the people of God, Psalms 78:71-71

d. They are designated by God as the “captain of His people”, 1 Samuel 10:1; 2 Kings 20:5

e. They are to act as “shields of the earth” and to act as protection for God’s people, Psalms 47:9

f. They are to be the “avengers of God”, Romans 13:4

Notice that the people of God are responsible for the physical and spiritual needs of the people not the government.  

God’s Expectations for the Christian 

5. The Christian’s Duty to Government

A. Pray – An unconditional command (1Timothy 2:1-2)

B. Submit (Romans 13:1) -A conditional command (Be subject to higher powers)

1) When the government is Godly

a. Understand- to resist a godly government and godly laws is to resist God Himself (1 Samuel 8:7; Matthew 10:40)

b. Understand that godly powers ordained of God are not a terror to good works but a terror to evil works

True religion affords Government its surest support – George Washington

2) When the government is evil/tyrannical (gov’t or law that violates God’s laws)

a. Keep The Law of God – To obey evil laws is to disobey God (Acts 5:29; Proverbs 28:4)

b. Abusive or evil authority does not demand obedience (II Chronicles 26:14-21)

c. We must stand for God (the truth) and against all evil wherever it is found (Ephesians 6:12)

d. Evil Government and evil laws are to be Biblically resisted (Hosea 5:10-11)

e. Biblical resistance is in three degrees

i. Verbal- Elijah (1 Kings 18:17-18)

ii. Flight – the Disciples fled in the face of oppression (Mathew 10:23;23:24, Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt so that Jesus was not killed (Matthew 2:13-14: David fled (1 Samuel) The Apostle Paul (Acts 9:23-25; 1Corinthians 11:32-33; and other Christians through out history (Hebrews 11:37-38)  God’s people throughout all generations have fled oppression for the right to freely pursue God and their faith.   That is how the USA was born.

iii. Armed Resistance is reserved only to those who are led by a magistrate or proper authority ( Zimri –Numbers 25:6, 14-15; Nehemiah 4:7-17; Elijah in 1 kings 18)  Hostility is a last resort and the Christian should always try to use peaceful resistance to evil or corrupt leadership.  

f. The Bible condemns anarchy (1 Corinthians 14:33) says, “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.  As Christians we should take up arms only as a last resort , only if all other avenues of resolution are exhausted and only if we are directed to by those in authority.

C. Resistance is never commanded but implied

1. Our form of government demands that if government oversteps Godly law then we should seek to replace those in authority through elections and impeachment

2. Godly government is more likely with Godly leaders

