Biblical Principles For Living


Justice / Mercy

Purpose:  
To define how God is just and because of His need for justice he has granted a way to show us mercy.

Key Verse: Psalm 89:14
What do justice and mercy have in common?

Can mercy necessarily be considered justice? 

A. God Is A Just God who grants us mercy.

1.) Read Psalm 89:14

What is the underlying message of this verse?

2.) Read Romans 3:21-26

Justice is applying the law and meeting out a sentence, but as believers our sentence has been commuted by the work of Jesus.  Are you living as one pardoned or one who still does not understand the full measure of the cross?

B. Mercy and justice are shown through the work of the cross

1.) Read Ephesians 2:4,5  

How can you exhibit mercy and justice in your life?

2.) Read Matthew 9:35-36

Jesus was the light we should follow, now put yourself in the place of someone who is hurting that you know, have you shown that light?

3.) In a world of sinful people injustice results when humans beings are judged by worldly standards, but God’s mercy knows no boundaries racial, economic, gender etc.  What does that mean for you?
C. God’s love and mercy shows no boundaries and His justice must applies to all, so we must make available to all the pardon of Jesus Christ by showing others the mercy of Christ so that they be lead to a Saving grace of Jesus Christ.

   1.) Read Romans 3:9, I Timothy 2:3-4, 2 

In a world of sinful people injustice results when humans beings are judged by worldly standards, but God’s mercy knows no boundaries racial, economic, gender etc.  What does that mean for you?
D. Mercy must also Characterize God’s people which will help us to see God’s work in a fair justice for all

   1.) Micah 6:8, Matthew 23:23

What do you view as mercy and how does mercy translate into justice? i.e. should  carpal punishment be abolished or should we try to show all that justice is truly the Lord’s and no matter what we meet out as punishment here on earth ultimately there we be an eternal punishment that will come upon all who so not rust in the Lord.  Also we must see earthly justice as a way for the Lord to help mankind keep in check our sinful desires.  Without law chaos reins. 

In closing: Our own biases against and group or individual should not limit our mercy and justice.  In humility each of you should search your hearts for any trace of racial prejudice, arrogance, or ungodly complacency all of which will hinder mercy and bring about unfair justice system which God detests. 

Spirit World / Holiness

	Purpose:  
To define the Spiritual world and how it relates to our holiness
Key Verse: 
Psalms 99:9 
Exalt the LORD our God and worship at his holy mountain, 

	

	What does the spirit world have to do with our holiness?

 

A. God is spirit and God is Holy.

1.) Read Psalm 89:5-8 and Psalm 33:5, Psalm 148:2-6

Where is God and how can we partake of a relationship with Him?

2.) Read 1 Peter 2:9-10, Romans 3:23-26, Romans 81:1-17

What is Holiness according to these verses?

3.) Read 1Peter 1:10-12, Roman 8:16, John 4:23-24

What makes up the spirit world?

 

B. Rebellion leads to a lack of holiness

It is a spirit being who tempts us and entices us to sin.

1.)    Read Ezekiel 28:13  
The purpose of Satan is what?
2.) Read 2 Corinthians 11:12-15, Ephesians 4:25-27

Who helps us to carry out our purpose?
 

C.     Believers are commanded to stand against this evil spirit world
   1.) Read Romans 8:37-39, 2 Thes 3:3 and 1Peter 1:3-7
   Why is it important for us to recognize where our strength comes from?

   What is the whole point of trials and tests?

 

D.    It is in our spirit that we can develop our true nature

   1.) Read Romans 8:1-17
    What nature do you live by and will it measure up to God’s examination?
   2.) Read Hebrews 10:10
    What Sacrifices have you made for the cause of the Gospel?
   3.) Read 2 Peter 3:3-4  
    Who do you look like?
 

E.     Sanctification or holy living comes is progressively realized in the work of the Holy Spirit?

  1.) Read 2 Corinthians 6:14
  What does it mean to be yoked with unbelievers and why are we to separate       ourselves from worldly actions?
  2.) Read Titus2: 11-14
  To walk with God is to want to be?
 

 

 

In closing: We as believers must encourage one another to live righteous, holy lives and must realize that the war against holiness is a spiritual  battle that must be waged continue through prayer and repentance to break the grip that Satan has us and to allow the Holy Spirit to give us strength and guidance

 

We cannot hope to do it alone we must look to God and his holiness 

Divorce

What is divorce?

1. Divorce is the breaking of the marriage covenant as set forth by God in Genesis 2:24 God states in His Word that a man shall leave his mother and be united to his wife and they will become one” NIV.  This union is for life.  God hates divorce.   Proverbs 2; 14-18 it talks of an adulteress wife who has ignored the covenant of God.
A. Why does God hate divorce so much?
i. It is inconsistent with His purpose Genesis 2:24
ii. It creates problems for all involved.  Stress on friend, children and fellow believers. 
iii. God permits divorce only for marriage infidelity, but only after prayerful attempt at forgiveness and reconciliation. 
iv. Scripture permits but never requires a divorce from a marriage partner who commits adultery, Matthew 19:9 “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery” NIV
2. People who divorce for reasons other than marital infidelity ought not to remarry, but:

A. There should be a try at reconciliation and a reunion of the marriage vows.

B. There should be a desire to seek God’s resolution for the marriage breakdown 
C. Divorced persons must seek forgiveness for any sins that led to the divorce
D. Divorce does not have to mean a physical separation it can mean an emotional separation as well.  God call us to be as one flesh and any emotional separation from a spouse means you are not functioning as one flesh
E. Seek God’s grace for spiritual growth and healing.  Galatians 5:14 says that we are to “Love your neighbor as yourself. If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other” NIV This verse says to love and not devour which means that any reconciliation must be accompanied by true forgiveness and a total letting go of past indiscretions. This means that you have to let God heal your heart and mind. 
3. The church should seek to prevent divorce


A. There needs to be some form of premarital counseling offered 
i. This instructions should consist of what marriage is to be through God’s eyes as described in His Word
B. There also needs to be ongoing opportunities for marital instructions which 

Involves the opportunity for sharing as a couple. Proverbs 11:14 says,” that for lack of instruction a nation fails but many advisors makes victory sure”NIV.  Though this verse is about using good advice to run a nation it could as well apply to marriage and read,  “for lack of instruction a marriage fails, but many advisors makes a marriage secure”  

                   C.   A marriage is built on the foundation of good examples.  What this means is that  


the principle example of a Godly marriage is the church leadership as described in 1 Timothy 3:2-3 “Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife”. NIV A couple will follow the example of other couples so the leaders of the church must be careful to live as examples for others to follow.

4. The church should endeavor to counsel those that are considering divorce.

A. This is done to help the couple to seek other solutions for their problems other than divorce. 

B. In the event that counseling does not lead to resolution the church is also called on to discipline those who continue on and get a divorce. 

C. There are also times the church must discipline those seeking to remarry or who have already remarried 
D. Remarriage is only permissible for those who have legitimately divorced or if marriage to the former partner is deemed by the elders to be impossible as described in 1 Corinthians 7:39, A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord”. NIV
E. Individuals who remarry for one of the prescribed circumstances must at all times submit themselves to the Word of God 

5. There are certain circumstances whereby those who have been divorced and who have married divorced persons may be admitted back into church membership

A. If they give evidence of forgiveness and show give evidence of Christian living. 

B. The elders of the church must evaluate the circumstances surrounding a divorce or remarriage in order to assure;

i. Obedience to the Scripture

ii. Establish the legitimacy of the marriage 

iii. This is as established by God’s Word in Hebrews 13:4 “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”
6. The Church should always apply the Word of God in love to all people considering divorce, remarriage or who have been divorced or remarried as prescribed in Ephesians 4:15-16,  “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work”.  A church member of leader should never seek to maliciously slander or harm a person who is divorced or considering divorce.
A. The goal of the ministry is to restore any break in fellowship with God and with eh life of the church and to preserve the purity of the church and to clear the reputation of the person. 
Shared Life

Romans 1:6 “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” NIV

7. Each Believer belongs to Jesus Christ and each other
If you look at Romans 12:4-5 “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” NIV

A. As Christians we are to have relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and with each other. 

B. Why are we called to have a relationship with other believers?

It unites us and allows showing the world we are different.  So we can be the light in this dark world.

8. Our union is not in the physical form, but we are all united spiritually

A. Our relationship with other is to be modeled after our relationship with Jesus.

B. Which means that we share the truth, love and possessions 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 States that And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will”  NIV

C. This means the relationship is based on us being dependent on each other for support and care
D. What we do as Christians affects us all and may have an affect on the local ministry as well as the a global witness.   EX. When a high profile Christian falls in has a backlash effect on the view people have of all Christians.
9. Shared life is a privilege and a responsibility


A. Sharing this life is in the presence of God is worship all call for us to use our spiritual gifts
i. Use of these gifts comes with the knowledge that we are responsible to one another before God Romans 13:10 says Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. NIV

ii. From this verse we can see we are to love our neighbor and take care that no harm comes to them both physically and verbally.
B. As Christians we are also responsible to see that we use our God given   gifts one another up and equip the saints to do the Lord’s work

i. This is necessary to insure for the church to grow in godliness.

ii. To not help our fellow believes is a dishonor to Christ.  Acts 20:28 says “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”


10. Responding in Mercy and carrying each other’s burdens

Is our responsibility and our privilege as Christians. Gelatins 6:2 says 2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

A. Is is up to us not the government to provide for and care for the body of Christ and even those we know is in need.

B. We must also recognize no matter how deeply a fellow believer falls we are to be there for them Galatians 6:1 admonishes us know if “someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted”
11. Every believer is a member of the body of Christ and must live their life in loyalty to Christ, His Word and be involved in ministry. 

A. This work is primarily local but can be expanded to include other areas beyond the local church. Acts 13:2 which says, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off”. These passages are about Paul and Barnabas being sent out on a missionary journey but they are a clear sign that the church when called to must go beyond local boundaries in or to reach fellow believers and lost souls.
B. Our Fellowship and shared life in Christ should hold no barriers of race, class, culture, ethnicity, gender and geographic location.

In conclusion: We must act on the fact that we are one in Christ and use what ever gifts God ahs given to us to help fellow believers and also to carry the Gospel to the lost.

Ephesians 2:14-16 says, “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility

All Bible quotes are from the NIV and were found at www.biblegateway.com
Stewardship

Romans 1:6 “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ” NIV

12. Each Believer belongs to Jesus Christ and each other
If you look at Romans 12:4-5 “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” NIV

A. As Christians we are to have relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and with each other. 

B. Why are we called to have a relationship with other believers?

It unites us and allows showing the world we are different.  So we can be the light in this dark world.

13. Our union is not in the physical form, but we are all united spiritually

A. Our relationship with other is to be modeled after our relationship with Jesus.

B. Which means that we share the truth, love and possessions 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 States that And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will”  NIV

C. This means the relationship is based on us being dependent on each other for support and care
D. What we do as Christians affects us all and may have an affect on the local ministry as well as the a global witness.   EX. When a high profile Christian falls in has a backlash effect on the view people have of all Christians.
14. Shared life is a privilege and a responsibility


A. Sharing this life is in the presence of God is worship all call for us to use our spiritual gifts
i. Use of these gifts comes with the knowledge that we are responsible to one another before God Romans 13:10 says Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. NIV

ii. From this verse we can see we are to love our neighbor and take care that no harm comes to them both physically and verbally.
B. As Christians we are also responsible to see that we use our God given   gifts one another up and equip the saints to do the Lord’s work

i. This is necessary to insure for the church to grow in godliness.

ii. To not help our fellow believes is a dishonor to Christ.  Acts 20:28 says “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”


15. Responding in Mercy and carrying each other’s burdens

Is our responsibility and our privilege as Christians. Gelatins 6:2 says 2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

A. Is is up to us not the government to provide for and care for the body of Christ and even those we know is in need.

B. We must also recognize no matter how deeply a fellow believer falls we are to be there for them Galatians 6:1 admonishes us know if “someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted”
16. Every believer is a member of the body of Christ and must live their life in loyalty to Christ, His Word and be involved in ministry. 

A. This work is primarily local but can be expanded to include other areas beyond the local church. Acts 13:2 which says, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off”. These passages are about Paul and Barnabas being sent out on a missionary journey but they are a clear sign that the church when called to must go beyond local boundaries in or to reach fellow believers and lost souls.
B. Our Fellowship and shared life in Christ should hold no barriers of race, class, culture, ethnicity, gender and geographic location.

In conclusion: We must act on the fact that we are one in Christ and use what ever gifts God ahs given to us to help fellow believers and also to carry the Gospel to the lost.

Ephesians 2:14-16 says, “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility

All Bible quotes are from the NIV and were found at www.biblegateway.com
The Family

Purpose:  
To show the Biblical principles behind the family structure
Key Verse: 

Genesis 2:23-24
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

What is your definition of a family?

A. The family was divinely ordained by God
1.  In Genesis 2:23-24 the bond God calls for of  a man leaving his parents and cleaving to his wife includes having and raising children 

2. Each marriage establishes a new family

B. Foundation for right relationship in a family:
1. Submission one to another out of reverence for Christ. 

2. The husband is head of the family which is a model of how Christ is head of the church (1Corinthians 1:2-3)

3. In light of this the father should fear the Lord and perform the duties of his heavenly calling as outlined in  Ephesians 6:22-23 and 1 Timothy 5:8

4. The husband should also love his wife and live with her in a compassionate and understanding way (Ephesians 5:25)

5. The wife likewise should fear the lord submit to and respect her husband and demonstrate loving concern for her household (Proverbs 31:27

C. The Biblical pattern for a married couple is:

1. Have children and to manage the home in a Godly manner and to raise the children 

to love and honor God (Psalm 68:4-6 and Ephesians 1:4-5)

                        Note some people may choose not to have children or may choose to adopt instead.

                        Other couples may be physically unable to bear children

                  2.   If a couple tries artificial means of bearing children then great care must be done in 

                        undo harm to both mother and child.

D. Working outside the home.

1. Should not disrupt or have a negative impact on the family (1 Timothy 5:8) 

2. Should be done only after prayer, interaction and mutual consent 

E. Children are to viewed as a blessing form God not a burden or hindrance

1. Children must be nurtured in the faith with great care being exercised by the   

parents not to hinder them from accepting the Lord but to train and instruct the children of the Lord, which means the children must be brought up in Christian families where worship of the Lord is central.  (Ephesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:21)

                        Fathers are responsible for leadership and for preparing their children for service 

in the church and a life for the glory of God (1 Timothy 3:4, 5, 12 & Colossians 3:17,23)

2. Mothers share the nurturing responsibilities of the father and even grandparents are encouraged to help 

       F.   Children are to obey their parents  

1. In respect and love  (Ephesians 6:1-3)

2. This respect and love does not end at adulthood the Bible call children to love and respect their parents as long as they live.  Honoring parents with loving concern and if necessary material cares shows this respect and love. (1 Timothy 5:4-8)
       G.   Christian homes are expressions of the kingdom of God

            1.   As such all members of the family are ambassadors for Christ to call the lost to 

                       reconciliation. 

                   2.   Our homes should be opened out of hospitality to the saved and unsaved 

3. Our families and home there fore will be a model of our extended family of God

In closing:  We should always model our earthly family after God’s model and should never change or alter what God has set forth in His Word.  To do so would cause disharmony and strife within the family and change what God intended the family to be.   An example of this would be a father who view himself as a dictator and does not see the advice of his wife 

In His Image

Purpose:  
To show that we are made in the image of God and because of that we should have both a positive self image as well as shaping our voew of humankind
Key Verse: 
Gen 1:26

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, [a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground."
B. We exist because of God

1.) Read Genesis 5:1

This verse says we bear the _____________?

What does this mean for you and me?

How does knowing we are created in the image of God help with our self-image?
2.) Read Acts 17:26-28

These verses state that in God we ________ and _________ and __________?

According to these verses our very image is in God and he has created us as we are.  It is sin that causes that image to get distorted 

3.) Read James 3:9

This verse talk about how we use our tongue to curse others showing us again how sin distorts our view of seeing others as bearing the likeness of God.

 

C. Because we are made in the Likeness of God every person has a unique personality and an individual worth

What does this mean for us as we look out upon this world God’s creation

1.) Psalm 139:1-8
As you read this passage think about how God takes the time and cares to know each of His creations even before we are born.   Because of this all human life should be cherished and protected not neglected or abused.   This is a little different then the world view which shows life to be nothing more than a chance happening of evolution.

      C.    God forbids the unlawful destruction and abuse of human life
               1.) Read Genesis 9:6
Here you see that God says there should be a punishment for murder.

               This includes the killing of the weak and innocent by means of abortion and 

               euthanasia. 

2.) What about cultural bias, gender discrimination, ignoring the poor, the disables and aged or any other form of injustice against humanity: does God hate all of these and why?

Read Acts 10:27,28: 

What do these verses say about how we should view other people?
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

What do these say about how we are to act around other people?

               Remember these verse are not a license to sin but a call to put ourselves in

               the mindset of God and see how he would view the people around us.  
 

               3.) Talking about sin, how should we act around those who we know are openly 

   sinning against God?

   Read Romans 13:8-10

               These verses sum up how we should treat sinners as well as everyone because as

               has been stated everyone is made in the image of God and therefore everyone 

   deserves love.
 

 

In closing: If we say we love the Lord with all our hearts then we must strive to protect the dignity of every human being
Humility

Purpose:  
To see the importance of living a humble life in our relationship with God and man
Key Verse: 
Philippians 2:5-11
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death– even death on a cross!, 
D. Humility is an attitude of the heart and mind.

1.) Read Phil 2:1-3

Who is our model of true humility?

2.) Read James 4:8 8 & Ephesians 4:1-2

Humility shapes both our _________ and our __________?

3.) Read Proverbs 3:34 & James 4:6

What is the opposite of humility?

 

      B.  Humility is an acceptance of one’s tru position in relationship to God

1.) Read 1 Peter 5:6 & Ephesians 4:2
If we are truly living in humility we will have respect for not only God but ____?
2.) Read Psalm 8

Complete the sentence If Christ demonstrated true humility by going to the cross for me then I should ___________?
 

C.     Each believer must recognize the grace of God which has made each believer to be accepted in Christ

   1.) Read Colossians 3:12-13
   Humility is the source of forgiveness and patience in the Christian community

In the Christian’s life our love towards other is greatly aided and affected by our  ___________?

 

D.    Godly humility leads us to understand that as Christians we are to lead with a servants heart and never with the desire to control or dominate 

   1.) Read I Corinthians 1:10
As teens or adults we have to realize that as Christians we are to be examples and leaders for others to follow.  This means that we should out of humility accept _____________ and seek not to create divisions or factions in the body of Christ
   2.) Read Romans 14:15 & 1 Corinthians 3:5
Humbly accepting a person for who they are means that we must accept them  as they are not merely on whether or not we like their _________ or the slight differences in ___________ ?
 

E.     Humility encourages each church to cooperate with believers in gospel outreach in order to meet the needs of others

  1.) Read Psalm 82:3-4 & Proverbs 31:8-9
  From these verses we are encouraged to meet ___________ above all else?
  2.) Read Romans 12:14-16 & James 2:5-10
Jesus ministry was characterized by showing the __________ mercy and by promoting God’s love to all __________ ?
 

 

 

In closing: Jesus was the true example of humility.  Here a king came to ewarth and instead of demanding a royal audience, he tool Gods love to the unloved and unwanted and also humbly went to the cross to show what He said was true. 

How about you do you live out in your life what you say or do you hide behind a form of arrogance and pride only including those you feel are worthy or the message and God’s blessing? 
Repentance and Restitution

Purpose:  
To show that without repentance there is no salvation
Key Verse: 
Acts 2:38

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
What does the word repentance mean?
A.) Why does God require us to repent?

Because without repentance there is no salvation

            What does the act of repentance involve?

 

B.) Why is repentance is a daily obligation?

  1.) Believers are called to live by the Word of God which requires us each

                    day to turn away from sin and turn to God 

              2.) What if a believer sins?

              The answer is found in 1 John 1:19 and Proverbs 28:13

              3.) Once we confess our sins the Lord promises forgiveness and cleansing.

C.) Without repentance there can be no restitution, why?

D.) Restitution involves what?

1.) If you read Exodus Chapter 21 through Chapter 22 verse 15 you will see that 

God required His believers to practice the act of restitution.  Restitution is again referred to in Proverbs 6:30-31 and Luke 3:7-14 and Luke 19:8-9, Take the time to read these verses.   

2.) If you read Matthew 5:23-24 you see that Jesus called us to make restitution with those we have offended before we come to worship God?

      E.) Why is restitution such an important part of repentance?

             Restitution sets believers apart and shows others that as believers we are truly sorry for  

             those wrongs we have committed against others.

             .

 

In closing: If we say we have repented and do not make restitution with others can we say that we have truly repented?
Marriage And Singleness

Purpose:  
To show the Biblical principles behind marriage
Key Verse: 

Genesis 2:23-24
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

The world’s definition of marriage is in sharp contrast to the verses in Genesis.  

Why do you think God designed marriage to be only between a man and a woman?

The answer lies in Genesis 1:26-28 and Ephesians 5:22-23
B.) Marriage is for a lifetime and the bond is only broken by the death of one or the other partner

Read Romans 7:2 and I Corinthians 7:39

Why do you think God designed marriage as a lifetime bond?
Marriage is a representation of the bond between Christ and the church and that bond is for eternity.

            We are also called to have but one marriage partner, why?
            Again marriage between a man and a woman is modeled after our relationship with God.  So just

            as having more than one than one God in our lives will break the intimacy we have with God 

            having more than one marriage partner will break the bond of intimacy God intended between 

            a man and a woman. 
C.) Marriage is based on mutual rights and obligations of one partner to another

       Can you name some of those obligations?  Love, Honor and cherish

           Any list of marital obligations should include marital fidelity

D.) Why does God say that marriage infidelity, even when agreed upon by both partners, is a sin?
Read 1 Corinthians 6:16-18

Marriage infidelity wears away at the spiritual and physical oneness and permanence God reserved for marriage.  

Think about it, if you get married with the idea that the relationship was never meant to be permanent how much is that going to take away from the intimacy of the relationship.  Also it gives each partner an escape clause incase the marriage works out for the worse instead of the better.

D.) Why is Marrying a non-believer viewed by God as a violation of His word?

Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-16 and in your own words describe what a relationship with a non-believer can do to our walk with God

E.) God has revealed in Scripture that some people will never marry

Why do you think it is God’s will for some to be single and others not?

F.) Whether single or engaged all sex outside of marriage is sin in God’s eyes, why?

This is because as it states in 1 Corinthians 6:18 our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and were bought with a price, so we must honor God with our bodies and sex outside of marriage dishonors God.

 

In closing: Whether single or married we must always live according to the word of God in order to show our love for Him and His word.
Truth And Integrity

Purpose:  
To show that as Christians we must always live a life of truth and integrity as examples of God’s truth and integrity in this world.
Key Verse: 
John 17:1-3
1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent
E. God the Father is the God of truth

1.) Isaiah 65:16

Isaiah states that God is the God of _____________?

2.) Read John 14:6

Jesus states that He the _______, the __________, and the Life

What does Jesus mean when He says He is the truth?

3.) Read John 14:17

What is the Holy Spirit referred to in this verse and why?

 

F. Since God is truth then the Word of God is truth and is the standard for 

truth

1.) Read John 17:17
In this passage John clearly states that God’s Word is truth what does this mean for you and I?

      C.    God hates untruthfulness 
               2.) Read Jeremiah 9: 9
Here you see that God says He will punish people for their lying lips does this include believers.  

The answer lies in Acts 5:1-10. Read this passage and decide for yourself how much the Lord hates lying
 

D.)  Christians and the church are call to be honest and have integrity in the way they conduct their personal as well as business life

       What does it mean to have integrity?

   1.) Read Colossians 3:5-9
   Here we are told to be rid of earthly nature and walk in the ways of our new life.  What do these verses have to with you and I since we are Christians?  

 As Christians is your word a binding contract because God’s word is His oath to us and

an affirmation that He will do as He says.    

 

E. In the Scriptures truth and integrity stand together. Without truth there can be no integrity

   1.) Read Psalm 25:21
What does David mean here when He says, “May integrity…protect me”?
   2.) Read Psalm 41:12
Here again is the idea of being upheld by our integrity.  Many times the Bible says 

we will be known by our actions so according to these verses whatever we do must be done with integrity so our actions will be a beacon to guide others to God and will also help us through the difficult times in life..

Proverbs 10:9 states that The man of integrity walks a straight path but he who takes the cooked path will be found out

Truth and integrity must be lived out in our love for others so that the body of Christ can grow and mature
 

F.     To fail to keep one’s word is a lack of integrity betraying the trust of others and dishonoring not only yourself but the God of truth

  1.) Read Mathew 5:33-37
  These verse talking about making an oath and then keeping that oath.  In short letting your yes be yes or your no be no.  When we accept God’s gift of grace through Christ we are swearing an oath to God to honor His Word and to live a life for Him.  We cannot live a life that is filled with maybes.

       

 

 

In closing: If we say we love the Lord with all our hearts then we must strive be truthful and living a life of integrity because not only are we dishonoring our own names by being dishonest but also God’s name.  



